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"Finst you're an unknown, then you write one book and you move up to obscunity."
- Martin Myens

NEWS FROM ABC-CON, aBccon, April 19-20 in Birmingham, AL, was a small
relax-a~-con, with total attendance of only 40. Originally planned as
a8 get-together of the Atlanta, Birmingham, and Chattanooga SF clubs,
only the Atlanta and Birmingham clubs showed up in force; there were
only 2 attendees from Chattanooga. Topics discussed included the pro-
posed ABC genzine (to be titled "Suncatcher") and the Atlanta-in-1986
WorldCon bid. The former will likely become a reality, as regional
editors were appointed (Chattanooga - Dick Lynch; Atlanta - Cliff Big-
gers; Birmingham - Wade Gilbreath); the latter topic was discussed
from a "what-if" basis, and was tabled until at least after Noreascon
in Boston. ABCcon turned a small $30 profit (actually a $60 debit if
one considers initial $90 support from the 3 clubs); the money will be
used as seed money for the genzine Suncatchen, (DL)

KUBLA KHANATE A SUCCESS, xubla Khanate, the 8th annual SF conven-
tion in Nashville, TN was by all accounts a success. Writer GoH Ste-
phen King and artist GoH Boris Vallejo were readily accessable to the
some 500 attendees, as were all of the other pros in attendance. The
increased attendance over previous years severely strained hotel fac-
ilities; the art show and hucksters area were much too small and cram-
ped. However, the number of room parties was up considerably (6 dif-
ferent ones on Saturday night) and the banquet food was excellent.
Reportedly, next year's Kubla Khan will move to a bigger hotel. (DL)
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HUGO NOMIMEES, The following list is excerpted from Noreascon Two

press release #15, dated April 9, 1980.

NOVEL

The Fountains of Paradise - Arthur C. Clarke
Harpist in the Wind - Patricia A. McKillip
Jem = Frederik Pohl

On Wings of Song - Thomas M. Disch

Titan - John Varley

NOVELLA

"The Battle of the Abaco Reefs' - Hilbert Schenck
(F&sF)

"Enemy Mine'' - Barry B. Longyear (IasFm)

"Ker-Plop" - Ted Reynolds (rasFm)

""The Moon Goddess and the Son'' ~ Donald Kingsbury
(anaiog)

""Songhouse' - Orson Scott Card (analog)

NOVELETTE
"Fireflood'" - Vonda N. Mcintyre (P&sr)
""Homecoming'' - Barry B. Longyear (IASFu)

""The Locusts' - Larry Niven & Steven Barnes
(znalog)
"Options' -~ John Varley (universe 9)

"Palely Loitering' - Christopher Priest (FesF)
"'Sandkings'' - George R. R. Martin (omni)

EHORT STORY

""Can These Bones Live?"' - Ted Reynolds (analog)
""Daisy, in the Sun'" - Connie Willis (Galileo)
“giANTS'' - Edward Bryant (analog)

"Unaccompanied Sonata'' - Orson Scott Card (Omni)

""The Way of the Cross and Dragon'' - George R. R.
Martin (omni)

NON FICTION BOOK

Barlowe's Guide to Extraterrestrials - Wayne D.
Bariowe & lan Summers

In Memory Yet Green: ‘The Autobiography of Isaac
Asimov, 1920-~1954 - |saac Asimov

The Language of the Night: Essays on Fantasy and
Science Fiction - Ursula LeGuin; ed. S. Wood

The Science Fiction Encyclopedia - ed. P. Nicholls

Wonderworks: Science Fiction and Fantasy Art -
Michael Whelan

JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD (non-Hugo)
Lynn Abbey

Diane Duane

Karen G. Jollie

Barry B. Longyear

Alan Ryan

Somtow Sucharitkul

PRO ARTIST
Vincent DifFate
Stephen Fabian
Paul Lehr
Boris Vallejo
Michael Whelan

PRO EDITOR
James Baen

© Ben Bova
Edward L. Ferman
Staniey Schmidt
George H. Scithers

FAN ARTIST
Alexis Gilliland
Jeanne Gomoll
Joan Hanke-Woods
Victoria Poyser
Bill Rotsler

Stu Schiffman

FAN WRITER
Richard E. Geis
Mike Glyer
Arthur D. Hlavaty
Dave Langford

Bob Shaw

FANZINE
File 770 (ed. Mike Glyer)
Janus (eds. Bogstad & Gomoll)
Locus (ed. Charles Brown)
Science Fiction Review

(ed. Richard E. Geis)
Thrust (ed. Doug Fratz)

DRAMATIC PRESENTATION

Alien (20th Century-Fox)

The Black Hole (Walt Disney)

The Muppet Movie (1TC)

Star Trek - The Motion Pic-
ture (Paramount)

Time After Time (Warner/Orion)

GANDALF GRANDMASTER (non-Hugo)

Ray Bradbury

Marion Zimmer Bradley
Anne McCaffrey
Patricia A. McKillip
Jack Vance

Roger Zelazny
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NEBULA WINNERS, Eva cChalker Whitley provides the following list of
Nebula Awards, given out at the SFWA Nebula Bangquet April 26 in Los
Angeles.

NOVEL: The Fountains of Paradise = Arthur C. Clarke
NOVELLA: '"Enemy Mine" - Barry B. Longyear
NOVELETTE: ''Sandkings'' - George R. R. Martin
SHORT STORY: ''giANTS' - Edward Bryant

ONE LINERS, wWestern Kentucky University SF Club advisor Dr. Al Fen-
nelly was mentioned in the April 19, 1980 issue of the magazine Science
News, in regards to the possible effect of magnetohydrodynamics in the
formation of the universe. // Chattacon 6 GoH Jack L. Chalker has been
offered a teaching position at Goucher
/;WEKETLS NO bANG-:?\“ College in Towson, MD, teaching science
THAT Q%Jra%w& S.QNUQ‘ fiction. Goucher.Collegg is an all wo-
‘ﬁ)subﬁfwmleiﬁwwmc' men college affiliated with Johns Hop-
-~ kins University. // Jack has also sold
a four book series to Del Rey books; the
I;SE ;}iggiz tentative title isPFour Lords to Diamond. The
first novel, currently in progress, is
A Snake in the Grass. // Speaking of novels,
Hugo award nominee Alexis Gilliland has
sold a novel to Del Rey which his wife
ey _ Dolly describes as "a bureaucrat's look
ﬂﬁ \ at a future war". // SF author Somtow
- 3 Sucharitkul's latest work will premiere
Vi N\ f with the McLean Symphony on June 7, and
i \ _ R will be conducted by Dingwell Fleury.

/| fi"\ The five movements will each be based on
#BH g { "tfﬂL a theory of the universe, from Big Bang
D 2 to Einstein (the first movement, "Big

| {2 1 Bang", incorporates simultaneous rea-
- ' dings by 50 schoclchildren from 50 dif-
ﬂm Wsidirs ferent science fiction works). (These
'H'|ﬂ last four items were provided by Eva
r-———* 1M‘h| Chalker Whitley. Keep 'em coming, Eval)
q;ﬁ // New SFWA officers were elected at the
\Pl jjf Nebula Awards banguet: President - Nor-
45 “t -\j/ man Spinrad; Vice President - Dave Bis-
& - choff; Secretary - Somtow Sucharitkul;
Treasurer - Jack L. Chalker. // Authors
Harlan Ellison.and Ben Bova have been
awarded a $350,000 judgement from ABC-TV and Paramount stemming from
the TV show Future Cop, which was very similar to the authors' novelette
"Brillo". // Dennis Dolbear informs us that debt-plagued Nutriacon,
held last December in New Orleans, is starting to pay back some of its
creditors. // Perry Chapdelaine reports that British SF writer and edi-
tor Chris Evans has died at age 48 (of unspecified cause). Evans was
an experimental psychologist who had views on dreams as related to com-
puter processing, about which he was writing a book at the time of his
death. He was one of the founders of the Brain Research Association,
and was at one time employed by the National Physics Laboratory in
Great Britain. // COA: Bill and Andre Bridget, 610 Athens Ave., Etowah,
TN 37331. // West Coast fan David Bratman writes that he has revived
continued on page 6
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ONE LINERS (conT.)

Mythprint, the monthly bulletin of the Mythopoeic Society. The colophon
states that the Mythopoeic Society is "devoted to...fantasy literature,
especially the works of J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, and Charles Wil-
iams". Membership in the Society (which includes a subscription to
Mythprint) is only $4.00 a year from P.O. Box 28427, San Jose, CA 95159.
// The Star Wars sequel, The Empire Strikes Back, will be released on May 21,
1980. As publicity, 20th Century Fox/Lucasfilms has arranged a free
telephone line, 1-800-521-1980 (the last 7 digits is the release date).
By calling, one gets a pre-recorded message from one of the Star Wars
characters, this month from Han Solo (April's was Darth Vader). // Stel-
lafane, the annual convention of amateur telescope makers, will be Sat-
urday, August 9, at Springfield, VT; as always, it will be the year's
best assemblage of small telescopes. More info can be had from Dennis
di Cicco, 94 Pierce Road, Watertown, MA 02172. // More Chattacon 6 pro
gquests confirmed: Wilson (Bob) Tucker, Sharon Webb, Grant Carrington,
and Jerry Page. They'll join GoH Jack L. Chalker and MC Forrest J. Ac-
kerman. Memberships are $7.00 from Chattacon, P.0. Box 21173, Chatta-
nooga, TN 37421. The convention will be Jan. 16-18, 1981, at the Chat-
tanocoga Downtown Sheraton Hotel.

MAY CSFA MEETING AT FIRST TENNESSEE BANK, The April CSFA meeting was

well attended by the usual crowd of about 30 members. After the hubbub
of getting set up, there were announcements of upcoming conventions,
most notably Kubla Khanate the first weekend of May. Then, a short re-
port of ABCcon, which took place the weekend before in Birmingham, was
given by Nicki Lynch; of the 40 attendees, only two were CSFA members,
out plans for the ABCzine were solidified. Brought back from ABCcon
were copies of the ABC ros-
ter zine Radius, edited by Deb
Hammer-Johnson, and the la-

test SFC bulletin, edited by
I KNOM '—'— Meade Frierson III. CSFA

L OooKS -BLOODB members should see Colin

Wright for copies of each,

RIDICM_,L.OU_S, which are free. Mike Rogers

gave a brief report of his

But THeREe ARE senior piano recital, and the

latest Chattacon news was
Somgmm@.s also briefly touched-on.
Stuart Lamb then led a short
ONE CAN'T discussion of the book of
the month; few people had
C-OMPQOM\SE // read it. Using the large
screen TV U.T.C. keeps in
Lookout Mtn Room, wvideo
tapes of several The Twilight Zone episodes were shown:; these had a large
audience, since this series dates back to before many members' time.
The June CSFA meeting is planned for June 14th at the Rustic Village
Apartments clubhouse; the program will be an auction of the usual mad-
ness (save your nickels!) and a party afterwards. See Tim Bolgeo for
more details. The May meeting was planned for the same location on
MAY 17th, 7:30 PM, but a last minute change shifts the meeting location
to the "usual" summer meeting place, the First Tennessee Bank at Brai-
nerd and Germantown Rds. (same time and date). The program will be a
book discussion of The Adolescence of P-1 by Thomas Ryan (led by Rich More-
house), and a discussion "Is SF Dying?", led by Mike Rogers. And who
continued on page 7
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EEXT CSFA MEETING MAY 171H (conT.)

nows what else.

To get to the May meeting place (First Tennessee Bank}j ,

coming from Atlanta or I-75 north take I-24 west to Belvoir Ave exit,

then North Terrace (parallels interstate) to Germantown Rd.

From I-24

and I-59 to the west of Chattanooga, take I-24 to the Germantown R4.

exit (just after Missionary Ridge traverse).

Go NCRTH on Germantown to

the first traffic light (the one at the interstate doesn't count) and

turn right.

tion. For questions:

The bank is on the right, one building past the intersec-
Mike Rogers (266-0298).

(NWL)

uabla
I(kar\adm,

A REVIEW

By GUY LILLIAN III

5t.

Louiscon was my

May 2-4, 198

first expeosure to the com-
munity of science fiction
conventions. That was the worlécon in 1969,

and Harlan Ellison had a verbal fight with
Eliot Shorter that ended his faanish career

for several vesrs, the hotel detectives hassled
#5 manyroom parties as they found time and man-
Power to, and R.A. Lafferty made his first
rerscnal appearance before a disbelieving fan-
dom.

It was great.

Since then, 1'd estimate right off the dan-
druff adhering to my ever-more-visible scalp
that I've attended 25 or 30 SF cons -- not
& whole lot, true, but they'wve ranged from
1876's Big MAC and '78's Iggy to Ed Murray's
Durham Minicen and the New Orleans' trekkies
groups's NO-Cons (aptly named) to being one
of 12,000 human cattle packed into the Inter-
national Star Trek Convention.

Looking back over that modest but compre-
hensive, if I do say s», congoing career, I'd
be hardpressed to name a conventicn as well
run, or as much fun, as Kubla Khanate, recently
climaxed in Nashville, Tennessee.

It was my first Kubla: lanky and ridiculous
Ken Moore has been putting on these remark-
able gatherings for eight years now. After
this past weekend, May 2-4, 1980, I have come
to regard the seven vears which have passed,
for me, without Kubla as downright wasted.

I've been trying to figure out what made
Kubla Khanate so successful. Part of that
triumph seems to me to stem from the fact that
Ken Moore and his crew are friendly people,
with a clear vision of what fandom should be
all about. A conversationm with Ken at the con
stands forth in memory. Kern made it clear
that Kublas were conz for people to have fun at,
professionals as well as fans ... that his
guests, who have included Gordy Dicksen, Har-
lan Ellison, Frank Robinson, and God knows
who else, are brought thither not to perform
or to receive the adulation of "mere fans" but
to join those fans in doing whatever they
damn well want. Ken has erased in his mingd
-—- already pretty well erased, some have sland-
ered -- the gulf between fans and pros which
5F fandom once had filled, and which has open-
ed up again in cults of personality, honorar-
iums and other detritus of media's discoverv of
SF, =nd the resulting influx of hardcore neos
and big bucks. Once, fans and pPros met on

common ground; now, almost everywhere veou look,
there is hardly any contact between the creat-
ors and the enjoyers of science fiction, excert
that between the performer on stage and the
faceless mass of an sudience below.

Ken Moore thinks that dichotamy sucks --
quite frankly -- and won't have it at his cons.
"Hegll," he said, "Frank Robinson and Harlan
Ellison put on pants the same as me. They're
pgorle. I den't make any demands on them: just
let'em have & good time. They do what they
want to do." And they have a good time doing
it.

Kukla's GoH this go-round was Stephen King,
the brilliant herror fiction writer whose
status as both a best-seller and as a rela-
tive nec to science fiction conventions added
an extra dimension of interest to the doings.
It was a trip to watch this young, tall, tre-
mandously talented individual encounter the
madness of a very uninhibited science fiction
convention for the first time. Worries that
we would impress the gent as a bunch of fools
evaporated as it became clear that King, far
from being repelled by all the craziness, was
at first astonished by it, then amused, and
finally, as shown by his terrific invelvement
in the banguet -- clowning around with Bar-
bara Harmon and Andy Offutt -- really getting
into it. He told me, on Friday, that fans
impressed him as likable but "touchy"; on Sat-
urday night he watched in awe as Cliff Amos
and his motley crew danced the Time Warp on the
roof (the creator of Barlow the vampire ex-
claimed, at the sight, "My God!"): helped a-
long by a flow of Stroh's, King epitomized the
growth -- or degeneration -- of a nec to what
cldtimers call trufan status. Did he have a
good time? Ken said ha declared his inten-
tion to return next year. I suppese that's
as good a clue as any.

He was fascineting, tco, to listen to. His
comments on horrer £ilms, particularly Kubrick's
upcoming version of The Shining,were among the
most interesting observations I've heard on
the subject... For a guy whose previous ex-
perience irn public speaking seems mostly to
have been snapping the whip in front of a
£dggroomful of high schocl students, he was
not only articulate, which you could expect,
but funny and in a way compelling. He's about
my age, early 30's; he's lived in the same
country -- if not the same part of it -- asg
I. When he talked about buying his first
Famous Monsiers issue, it was if he spoke for me.
King was credited with attracting many of the
500 attendees -- lots more than Kublas usually
garner. None should have been disappointed.

The other name attendees were pleasant, too,
at least. Robinson was back, the genial author
of The Power and the bestsellers with Tom Scortia
his usual friendly, charmingly gloomy self;
Frank's been a favorite of mine since I met
him in '6%, a fellow who inspires and takes

continued on page 8
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KUBLA KHANATE REVIEW (conT.)

‘idding with fine humor. Rusty Hevelin and
Zob Tucker were there, doing their delightful
-Pings ... Rusty and I went to the same pigsty
2i a junior high, I found. Boris Vallejo and
‘e truly great Forrest J. Ackerman came to
elve Ken's goregous Frank R. Paul award --
provide fascinating program items and
sence.
Problems? Sure. After the sumptious buffet
banquet -~ the best food I've had at a con
soiree since the first Rivercon, in 1975 --
#e ware hustled out so the seating could be
arranged. The inconvenience lasted but a faw
moments, hewever, and the extraz seats ware
quickly filled. The art auction was a dis-
sppeintment for many inksters, and auctioneer
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Jack Chalker was poorly served by scme of the
back-up staff (excepting, always, the glerious
Tecla Varnell; who wants to look at spaceships
when they can look at Tola?). One of the two-
count'em-twoe elevators went blooey on Friday,
and when un-bloceyed, shu: like a guillotine
cn slowmoving fans.

The maids didn't lzave me enouch towels.
Nuts to the problems. There were no in-
cidents. There were no bad vibes. Thers was

camaraderie and hilarity and high splendid
bullshit at every turn. Southern fandom is

as together and happy 2 group as you can find
in this manic microceosm, and Kubla Khanate

was the best congregation of rebel spirit I,
for one, have,zeen in a long, long, long, long,
long time. And if thszt ain't enough "longs",
well, next year I'll see you there, to add
ancther few on.

BOOK REVIEWS By DAVID PETTUS

Joan Vinge was an important part of the
science fiction scene right from the beginning,
o the early seventies, when she first beaan
#riting novellas and novelettes (there were

very few "short stories", actually) for SF
monthlys like ANALOG. And up until now, she
fizs been noted primarily as a short story
‘riter: she won the Huge award in 1978 for a
short piece titled "Eyes of Amber", and two
rery fine examples of her short fiction made
he Hugo ballot in 1979 (i.e., "Fireship" and
View from a Height"), though neither story
#on the award. She did produce one novel length
:2venture, titled The Outeasts cf Leaver Belt
mich was quite unremarkable, but which a
‘arge number of readers bought and read any-
TOW .

And now she has produced a novel which is,
'thout & doubt, her most ambitious undertak-
ng thus far. And The Snow Queern is much, much
“etter than The Outeasts of Heaven Balt, in every

ws . The Snow Queen is a good book. Arthur C.
larkecalls it "a future classic". And every-
vody 1s comparing it to Frank Herbert's Dune,
which is an undisputed classic. I'm talking
@oout people like Anne McCaffrey, Roger Zelazny,
‘enda N. McIntyre and Theodore Sturgeon...all

% them well established names in the f£ield,
=hd well gqualified to make such a judgment.

And sc you will understand my reluctance to
disagree with them, but I must.

The Smow Queen is good. But it is not another
Dune. 1 only wish that it were.

There is the Snow Queen, Arienrhod, who is
the ruler of Tiamzt (for 150 years!) which re~
volves about twin suns, which in turn revelve
about the Stargate that links Tiamat with the
galactic Empire. But the gate is closing,
and off worlders are getting ready to leave
the planet. With the passing of the Stargate,
s¢ too must the Snow Queen's reign end.  But
Arienrhood doesn't want to give up the throne,
and so she clones an heir, a young female
named Moon Dawntreader, to rule after she is
gone.

Unlike meost science fiction, The Snow Quzen
will appeal to the mass readership. Actually,
Vinge's novel is closely patterened after =
Hans Christian Anderson fairy tale titled
The Snow Queen . And it is guite interesting
the manner in which she has taken the basic
idea in Anderson's fairy story and expertly
worked it inte a science ficitonal novel.

Very good.

The story is worth reading. The writing
is guite good. The characterization is cer-
tainly there, along with an interesting cast
of characters. And even with all of this, I'm
disappointed. For, after all, I was expecting
another e,

#ptters of Comment

CHAT #30 I've institut-
ed the "GRAND SLAM" for
members of a group who
have attended functions
lexcluding cons) given by the clubs. So far,
it includes me, Larry, vou and Dick, Jim Gil-
patrick, mike weber, and Susan Phillips, I
icn't ever think anyone could make all three

in one month. Now that K-ville is forming, it
sffers still another challenge. Four club
fectings in one month. Now I can run away

‘rom home and spend the rest of my life (the-
oretically) zig-zagging to club meetings.

“aybe I can become a fan club version of Bob
Tucker or something. Seriously, the directions
given are easy to follow. My compliments to
vour facilities. I also wish to thank you for
ijiving me my first "taste" of RHPS ((The Rocky
Yorror Picture Show-Ed.)). Frank M. Furter re-

el Hammer-Johnson
2 Tyler St.
Fome, GA 30161

ehifed by Nicki Lynch

minds me of me scmetimes.

Cther news is a bit too o0ld, and since I've
commented on much elsewhere and elsewher, I'll
skip to Juciy contribs--like Ken Scott's MEDIA
REVIEWS. Putting him and Dave P. back-to-back
has an interesting éffect. I tend to agree
with Ken's appraisal of the Martian Chrenicles;
Fritz Weaver has long mesmerized me. He can
play such disparate characters as the villian
in The Big Fix and the Cood Doctor in Holccaust,
and do so convincingly. #ar Chron lagged and
sagged in a number of places, but was still
enjoyable overall. cGalactica ‘S0 is less ludi-
crous than its predessor, but is a definite
improvement. Still, it's not as much fun as
Buck Rogers.

Enjoyed Dave's book reviews. I've turned
into a Silverberg collsctor, and will doubtless
add Lord valentine's Castie to my collection some-

continued on page 9
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DHJ LoC (cont.)

day. Quite sorry (an understatement) that rFan
Plus folded. I hope it doesn't discourage Dave,
since his talents are considerable, and the
South, not to mention the ABC, needs sSomeone
of his drive and editorial prowess to keep
things jumping. I hope to keep seeing him in
CHAT.

I den't entirely understand B.E. Brown's
ability to love and hate 8:G '30 at the same
timz. True, the show fritters away its poten-
tial, but it does so in 3 way that's fascinat-
ing to fan media analysts. Rusty's review of
The lLathe of Heaven tops off a fine media orien-
ted CHAT. I'm watching this man, ya'know.
First Shadow, then KAKA, next the world, maybe.
I've already perused A. Gilliland's Iren Law of
Bureacracy (at your house) and agree that it's
well worth the price., I'm quite a fan ©of fan
artists, and Gilliland is among the Sreme dg
A& crop. Barney's spelunking review is an un-
usual feature. I've been in a number of caves

around E. Tenn. and profess te a strange facin-
ation with them.

Cooh law! What a mass of locs in #30. I'm
flattered that vou should start off with me.

I feel like a member of the family with cther
regulars, all who seem extra productive this
time. Twenty-one pages. Thish (or Thash by
now) sticks in my mind as one of the finest
since I became a CHATfan.

CHAT #31 First off, Bob's cover reminds me
of my growing acclimation t¢ his artwork and_'
the strange symbolism of RHPS. He has a Gothic/
funny animal/RHPS takeoff in his perzine, "Cap-
tain Trips", that promises to be intaresting.

I look forward to more of Dragons in East Tenn-
essee features. The other visual goodies was
the long awaited return of Earl Cagle's "Big E".
I've heard rumors that this character is, in-
deed, Earl when a voungster. I asked Charlie
about this and his reply can't gquite be fitted
into words. Also enjoyed the Alexis Gilliland.

centinued on page 10
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DHJ LoC (cont.)

You have gquite a cavalcade of regulars in
these pages...I only wish that I printed enough
BigTime zines to make use of some of thier work,
toc. The Collins' color illec on the collophon
sage came out beautifully. 2

I watch the regrouping of K-town fandom
with great interest. I won't go into that tir-

ed ole tale about how I'm really an E-Tennesseean

in exile, since I'm definitely a bona fide NW
Georgia gal, but I've always felt that K-ville
had tremendous potential in producing a group
that could easily rival any in the ARC. It

has trememdous talent that the other three
groups have benefited from, but has had to
struggle against what I see as the natural an-
archic instincts of the region. It's like At-
ianta on a smaller scale. Here in NW Georgia,
the Trek, SCA, and Comix groups are all distinct
but friendly, and don't crowd out the active
trufannish folk. ... Knoxville has the separate
groups, but unless interests can be harnessed
and directed, there aren't encugh separate folks
te- £111 out diverse groups. I know most of the
folks involved, and they are First Caliber. I
lock forward to the publication, and trust that
Rusty, Charlie, and most of the Infinity Cubed
talents will be involved. I also enjoyesd the
humor in the piece you wrote on theml

Other Noreascon info that I'm sure you'll
be carrying this time is the Hugo nominations.
Mike Glyer and Arthur Hlavaty up for Hugos!
™o of my favorites!i! I really have something
at stake this time.

Glad to see the CSFA is getting confortable
club surroundings this summer.

Congrats, again, to Bill and AJ on the Great
Expectations. Just think, the Baby Boom is
spreading North. Mayhap C-town will soon re-
sound with the multitudinous sounds of young
fen. The local chapter of SBOF boasts about
five babies, with Janet and Vince Lyons' in-
cipient "Lil Rufus" rounding out the score.

Hope Mike's recital went well. I'd hope to

‘@e him at ABCcon, but under the circumstances,
+ can understand. Maybe he'll run a review
through here or one of his apazines.

I missed out in the significance of Martian
Chronicles' Jon Finch, but find it fascinating
that Xen can fit it into Moorcock's Eternal
Champion mythos. My favorite Moorcock character
next to Elric of Melnibone is Werner von Goethe
from the End of Time series. An eternal adol-
escent appeals to me. I managed to miss The
Aliens are Coming, but am surprised at the many
obvious parallels between the teevee movie and
the old series. Everytime I see Roy Thinnes,
especially in previews of From Here to Eternity,

I recall that old show. Same for the notor-
ious J.R. from Dallas (I Dream of Jeannie). OQh,
what memories we teevee kids run around with!!

See Dave's column gives me another pang a-
bout the death of Fan Pius. I hope he keeps up
with this column and gets even more active in
the field of fanwriting. I'd love to see his
raview of the Hugo nominations in the next CHAT
(hint*hint*) because he is a widely read fan
and I like the man's taste. O©Of the Earthsea
nooks, the first one, wizard of fartisea is the
True Classic in both the juvenile and adult
fields. The other two are readable, but nothing
matches the eloguence, pathos, and dignity of
the first one. I'm a LeGuin completist, so I'll
read The Beginning Place, but sc far, reviews are
rather *phtt* on the volume. Sometimes it's
nard to approach a major author's new book with-
out preconceptions.

Yes, Brian, your locs are well organized sub-
stantial (make that "well organized and substan-
tial", she said, spasmedically proving her point).
I've read them in various zines over the years,
and enjoyed them, especially your eloguence on
the Battlestar:Galactica phonomena. I get my AT-
ARANTES hand delivered: it's one advantage of
living in the same town as the editor's job.

Seeing Lynne's LoC makes me feel guilty for
being so overdelayed in getting my TIGHTBEAM
LaC to her. That's a wild sine for commentary
if ever I saw one. A local Disney athority
said that the end of The Black Holawas a cop from
Fantasia, which in turn might have been a cop from
Dante's Inferno; I disagree with Barney about
the digestability of the film. It was outright
AWFUL. It almost rivals Star Crash, but it's
prettier. Lan's reaction to Charlie's strip
reminds me of my promise to go back and review
the whole strip from beginning to end. 1It's
been a long time since I've done any comix
criticism, and I'm anxious to put the thinking
cap back on...Ben's feeling about Charlie's
busywerk is one thing I LIKE about the strip,
though. Charlie animates everything he puts
his pen {or pencil) on. In some ways, it re-
minds me of Alex Nino. The same criticism
might be levelled at him, but I like the Filipino
artist also for that reason. On another side
to Ben, the advantages to incorporation are
mainly after the fact. If scmeone is hurt and
choses to sue the committee, the corporaticn
can bear the brunt and not the innocent members.
-+« If nothing else, it gave the committee an
excuse to get together feor pizza several times
to discuss these deep legal matters. Ben Fulves
had the meatiest LoC this time around, and
that's guite a compliment from an erstwhile
vegetarian. )

((Well, quite a letter, Deb, and good to see.  Now
where.do | began to comment?

({1t was great seeing you at the club meeting and I'm
glad the directions were alright. We're getting to-
gether the directions to our new club house and hope
they will be easy for the outoftowners to follow. The
apartment complex Is a bit obscured from one direction,
but s closer to more eateries than the UTC piace is
and is more reliable and comfortable (1| hope) than
the bank building. Your welcomel RHPS is a real ex-
periencel

{(Don't be too sure that Fan Plus is gone for good!
Dave has had a taste of fan eding and has a great many
contacis to draw from. He may vet pub another Pan
Plus. He will aiso have a column in CHAT for as long
as he wants.

((1, te, remarked about the RHPSness of the illes
when | first saw it. And this was hefore Bob ever
SAW RHPS (I believe)! We were glad to have Earl back in
CHAT.  He produces far too little artwork to suite us.
Yes, he has been doing the Big E for quite a while. We
visited his apartment one time and saw 3 newspaper art-
icle from his high school days that was about him and
his Big E strip.

{{The K-ville group has a good start and enough in-
terested people to make a go of this club. | feel all
things happen in their own time and the time seems
right for them. | agree totally, they are First Callber
folks!

((The CSFA has some children of fans in It already;
most are out of the baby stage. Tim and Linda Bolgeo
has their second child about the same time as CHAT began.
However, there could be a minor babyboom In the future.

((The biggest thing about having been a teevee kid is
seeing stars ''rediscovered” In a different way. Someons
who was on every teenage mag in the country can vanish
to be naver more heard from (remember Dark sShadows? The
Man from U.N.C.L.E.? The Wild, Wild west? Bcbby Sherman

continued on page 11
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DHJ LoC (cont.)

and the Monkees?) until they pop up in 2 reincarnation of
a2 different sort.

{(Iln regards to Ben's criticism of Charlie's strip-
if all you're use to is the newspaper funnies, the 1ive-
iiness can be confusing. But you are right abosut the
energy Charlie brings to his work-it is part of the
appeal.

{(Deb has just compleated RADIUS, the directory of
Fant and their addresses In ABC. -If you didnot get a
copy and are a member of the Chattanooga SF Association,
contact Colin Wright or Deb for a copy. Copies are
free to members. |f there have been any changes in
address since the first of the year, please contact Deb
with the CoA.})
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Rebert Barger
P.0O. Box 8
Zvensville, TN 37332

Thanks for the lat-
est CHAT. I really
got off on sesing
some of my stuff make
the cover finally. Especially one of my draw-
ings that I still sorta like. TIt's little
charges like that that make me do art for fan-
zines and fandom, nct the prospect of selling
work at conventions. I make my living at a
mundane job, as do mest of us, and fanac is
simply a hebby. I don't draw for money, though
usually I get paid when I submit to the semi-
pro markets. And yet, the fannish spirit is
missing from these semi-prozine markets. Hav-
ing a couple of illos in STARSHIP cidn't give
me nearly the satisfaction that this CHAT cover
did.

Lynne Holdom, from her description of Sword
and Sorcery fiction, would appear to have been
reading the Gor books. Certainly she has not
read any Karl Wagner, not if she believes this
genre consists entirely of women being tortured
or devoured by slimy things, etc. Which is not
fo say I am defending the genre -- there are
scads of things in the genre that piss the hell
out of me.
entiate the hacks, such as John Norman and Lin
Carter, from the serious writers, artists if
you will, like Karl Wagner. It is amazing how
many SF fans, who simply because they are SF
fans, think themeselves to automatically be ex-
perts in fantasy. It is people like this who
give the genre a bad name, simply because they
sea the 90% crud and fail to look for the re-
maining 10% of Good Stuff. SF fans and Fantasy
fans are, to a very great extent, separate and
distinct enities.

But, I have the background tc differ-

I think Brian Earl Brown misunderstocd my
statement about "taking over" apas, specifically
REHUPA, for the Southern Cause. I was making
reference to members-not OF or ete, Perish the
thought of Brian Earl Brown leaving REHUPA to
fend for itself! To a very large extent, Brian
has, besides his many other fannish accomplish-
ments, encourged and worked hard to make it the
healthy apa it is today.

((We were glad we could do justice to the fine cover
you gave us!

({While SF and Fantasy is Tumped together in the minds
and hearts of many people, thers is alot of truth to
saying they are two different groups. it becomes very
obvious when talking with another fan who has an entirely
different set of faverite authorsl. 7

({REHUPA is not the only apa receiving an influx of
members from the East Teanesses, North Georgis area, but
it |1s one outside the south that is.

((Goed to hear from you, Bob, and keéep up with the
DBragons in East Tennessee series-it is great!))

sisfeisks

Gecorge "Lan" Laskowski
47 Valley Way
Bloomfield Hills, MI

The new look
in CHAT is nice.
That cclor cover
really opened
my eyes when I saw it. It'll be nice to see
soeme color work inside the zine, and maybe some
more complicated color illes. Think you can
do it?

Less stuff in this issus for me to comment
cn. Ken Scott's guestions about Saturn Thrse
are interesting, but I doubt they have to be
answered. The success of Star Wars will continue
to have its effect on movies--SF films must
have specizl effects, robots, and a beautiful
woman in danger. “Why did Kirk Douglas give
a better performance as Spatricus-in-sz-Piper-
Cub on Saturday Night Live? " askes Ken. Kirk pro-
bably knew which was the better acting job, e-
ven if he did get paid more for the movie.

David Pettus' summary of the plot of what
Rough Beast by William Jon Watkins sounds vague-
ly familiar. 1In 2 short story by Isaac Asimov
(sorry I can't give you the title because I
don't remember it), Ike postulated that the
reason man would never reach the top of Mt.
Everest was because the summit was a landing
base for aliens, and the Yetis were the aliens,
the guards, whe prevented anyone from discover-
ing this. A few weeks after he had sold the
story (and had gotten the money), Sir Edmund
Hilary planted a flag on that peak.

This is not tec denigrate Watkins' book. &
writer cannot copyright ideas: they can be used
over and over again by other writers, and by
themselves. Clifford Simak, who has been writ-
ing SF for 49 vears has re-used many ideas and
themes in his works. He explores these ideas
from different angles, and it's interesting to
read how the stories change each time. I am
quite familiar with his writing, now--I am
in the process of reading everything I can
by Cliff Simsk; I will be putting out a special
issue of my fanzine, LAN'S LANTERN in 1981 a-
bout him--in hinor of his S0th anniversary as
an SF writer. All contributions are welcome
{artwork, articles, etc.).

48013

({Can we do it?? Just let us get our hands on some
covers that were made with four color printing in mind!
We also have a cover that we did in four color that just
worked out that way. The coler printing depends on
that and tha time we have to do it, during the month be-=
fore getting CHAT out.

((I'm surprised how often young fan wrlters are worri-

centinuved on page 12
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Lan LoC (cont.)

((I'm looking forward to the next LAN'S LANTERN:
you always turn out a quality zine! And while I've

read little of Simak's work, | look forward to the
special ish on himl))
e e sfenie

Harry "Andy" Andruschak Bad news at

£933 N. Rosemead Blvd. #31 JPL. (Is there
San Cabriel, CA 91775 any other, nowa-
days?) The first

launch of the shuttle has slipped to at least
March 1981, which is impacting launch sched-
ules, which means the Solar-Polar is meoved back
from 1983 to 1985...and just about doubling
tha cost of the mission. JPL is hurting bad.
Also, a lot of bad news for the DSN on funding
for several deep space craft now in operation.
Outlook dismal.

Meenwhile, back at SOYUZ 6..cccuecenonnen

{{Teo bad that our space program is falling so far
oehind schedule. Thanks for keeps us Informed.))

e skokolesfe

Craig Ware
871% antler
St. Louis, MC 63117

Just finished read-
ing CHAT £31. As
past president of the
St. Louis Science
Fiction Society, and current chairman of Arch-
con, I've been reading CHAT ever since you

started trading with us; needless to say I feel
very guilty that I've never LoCed you.

I feel like St. Louis has been getting the
better end of this trade deal; your productions
make our newszine look a little scanty.

The color cover of CHAT looks very nice.
Interesting comment by Ken Scott about Jon Finch.
Probably unintentional sophistication on the
part of the producers:; I thought most of the
Martian Chronicles was poor, and Rock Hudson was
downright embarrassing.

David Pettus' comment on LeGuin's new boock
sounds apt, but I must differ on his evaluation
of The Unsleeping Eye, which I found guite interest-
ing. Granted, it is somewhat dry., English
writing, but I enjoy this type of beock once in
a while. Also I think the fact that we den’
care about Katerine Mortenhce and learn more
about the reperter is a valid approach.

I have not read the sequel, so cannot com-
ment on its suck rating, but I agree that the
first book probably d4id not demand a sequal,
and suspect three of them is a bit much to
subject oneself to.

((Thanks for writing; always good to hear from the
people we trade CHAT with. I just wish | was a better
LoCcar.

((Best of luck with the mimeoll))

eojesfesiesic .
WAHF: Taral; Betsey Gardner; David Thayer;
Julia Wilhoit

ARTIST CREDITS: Tom Walker - cover; Charlie Williams - pages 2, 4; Alexis Gilliland
page 5 (middle); Wade Gilbreath - pages 5 (top), 6; Kubla Khanate publicity -
page /; Bob Barger - page 9; Jerry Collins - page 11
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Trade, please?
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NEXT CSFA MEETING
SATURDAY, MAY 17
7:30 PM; At 1sT TENN BANK



